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WE, the people of Vanuatu… CHERISHING our ethnic, linguistic 
and cultural diversity…
From the Preamble to the Constitution of the Republic of Vanuatu

National and official languages
(1) The national language of the Republic of Vanuatu is Bislama. The official languages are Bislama, 

English and French. The principal languages of education are English and French.

(2) The Republic of Vanuatu shall protect the different local languages which are part of the national 

heritage, and may declare one of them as a national language.

From Article 3 of the Constitution of the Republic of Vanuatu

Right of a citizen to services in own language
(3) The A citizen of Vanuatu may obtain, in the official language that he uses, the services which he 

may rightfully expect from the administration of the Republic of Vanuatu.

(4) Where a citizen considers that there has been a breach of sub-article (1) he may make a complaint  

to the Ombudsman who shall conduct an enquiry in accordance with Articles 62 and 6W3.

(5) The Ombudsman shall, each year, make a special report to Parliament concerning the  

observance of multilingualism and the measures likely to ensure its respect.

From Article 64 of the Constitution of the Republic of Vanuatu

A vibrant cultural identity underpinning a peaceful, just and 
inclusive society
The country was founded on Melanesian values of respect, harmony, unity and forgiveness. These 

values shape our cultural heritage, which is the country’s strength. They are expressed through our oral 

traditions, languages, performing arts, social practices…

From the National Sustainable Development Plan 2016-2030, p.3
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SOC 6- Strong and Effective Institutions: A dynamic public 
sector with good governance principles and strong institutions 
delivering the support and services expected by all citizens of 
Vanuatu
Policy Objective SOC 6.4- Strengthen national institutions to ensure they are cost-effective and well-

resourced to deliver quality public services.

From the National Sustainable Development Plan 2016-2030, p.12

Five (5) Strategic Priorities for the MPM Corporate and Business 
Plans
(1) Promote effectiveness and efficiency of institutions for improvement of service delivery.

(2) Set policy & legislative directions for the Government.

(3) Build institutional & human resource capacity.

(4) Progress availability & accessibility of information for all.

(5) Provide and enable a framework for a safe, secure, inclusive & equitable Vanuatu.

From the Corporate Plan of the Ministry of the Prime Minister

2.1 To launch & implement the Department’s Language Policy

(1) Director, Admin Officer, and DG to finalise the alignent of Language Policies with NSDP by Q3, 2020 

using Recurrent budget (Activity 2.1.1)

(2) Director, Admin Officer, and DG to launch the Language Policies by Q4, 2020 using Recurrent 

budget (Activity 2.1.2)

From the Business Plan of the Language Services Department
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Foreword

On behalf of the people and the Government of the Republic of Vanuatu, I am 
delighted to present to you The National Language Policy of the Republic of 
Vanuatu.

Though languages are the first cultures and identities of Vanuatu citizens, 
this is the first time, ever since the independence of our country in 1980, 
that Vanuatu has a National Language Policy (NLP). This NLP Framework will 
regulate the use of the many languages of our nation, whether official or 
vernacular, since some of them are widely used or spoken and some others 
are disappearing.

The vision of the National Language Policy is to promote, protect and 
preserve the over one hundred (100) languages that the country has, without 
neglecting any of them, whether official languages or vernacular languages. 
Multilingualism must be promoted and maintained in our country.

The NLP aims to guide all institutions under the public sector and the private 
sector to deliver effective language services to the people of the Republic of 
Vanuatu.

Through this National Language Policy, the Government will now better 
address issues related to language in this nation, since the Policy is a 

6 6
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The Policy will be administrated by the Language Services Department (LSD) and the 
Vanuatu National Language Council (VNLC). It will be implemented in collaboration 
with the stakeholders listed in this document and all other institutions from the 
public sector and the private sector.

I salute the efforts of the Language Services Department for the coordination of the 
establishment of this Policy and all the institutions and people whose contributions 
have allowed it to happen for better service delivery to the people of this nation.

Hon. Bob Loughman WEIBUR
Prime Minister
Republic of Vanuatu

RE

PUBLIQUE DE VANUATU

PR

EMIER MINISTRE

REPUBLIC OF VANUATU

PRIME MINISTER

framework that covers all areas of language use: 
language services delivery from the Government, 
education and training, private sector, promotion 
and protection of vernaculars, foreign languages 
other than our official languages, and advisory and 
enforcement of language provisions.
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